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April 14. 2003

Ron Whitehead, Director
Public Works
197 East Tabemacle
St. Ceorge, Utah 84770

Access to Reclaimed Mine Sites in the Silver Reef Area. 5M Inc., Silver Reef Mine. M/053/002, Washinston
Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Whitehead:

During 1996-97. the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining. Minerals Regulatory Program, was involved in a joint
agerrcy cleanup, closure and reclarnation action ofthe 5M Irrcorpolated, Silver Reef heap leach and processing project
area. located near Leeds, Utah. This project was the focus ofan EPA Ernergency Response cleanup action. As part
of tlre post-closure design criteria. certain monitoring facilities were installed to help track the results and

effectiveness of the clean up measures. Portions ofthe processing facilities area were reclairned and reseeded by the
Division.

The Minelals Regulatory Program in cooperation rvith EPA and tlie BLM have periodically been rnonitoring
this site to evah-rate the success ofthe rernediation project and document any changes to the on-site conditions. On
April l, 2003, Doug Jensen and I tried to perform a routing inspection ofthe project area. We were unable to gain
access to the site because we encountered locked gates, trenches and boulders tlrat rvere blocking all access roules
into tlre project area. It is our understanding that a Mr. Stacey Keats rnay have acquired some of the private pl opert)'
rights to the general area and has effectively closed off all ofthe historical access roads leading into the project area.

This road closure action is unacceptable as it conflicts witlr our regulatoly jurisdiction to continue rnonitoring
the status and condition of this site. It is my understanding that you are investigating the ownership and historic use

ofthe access routes w.itlrin the Silver Reefarea. Any assistance that you could provide to help resolve this access

problem would be greatly appreciated. If you need additional information please contact me at (801) 538-5286.

Michael O. Leavitt
Gover'nor

Robert L. Morgan
Executive Director

Lowell P Braxton
Division Director
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Pelrnit Supervisor
Minerals Regulatory Program
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